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Tip 1: Start Early

ÅYou can not do it all 

in one weeké or two

ÅStart research ðdo 

your due diligence

ÅVisit schools, read 

Åblogs & admissions 

chats



Start Early

ÅMull over essay 

questions now

ÅGive yourself  twice as 

long as you need to 

study for GMAT/GRE

ÅUse your project 

management skills to 

plan it out



Tip 2: Take Inventory

ÅPut your ducks in a row

ÅLook at career 

progression ðhow did 

you get from A to B? 

ÅTake on extra work if  

required 



Take Inventory

ÅFill in your weak spots:

ïAcademic ðneed extra 

classes?

ïTest scores ðneed to 

retake?

ïCommunity ðneed to 

get out more?



Tip 3: Connect with your 
Inner Rock Star

ÅRock star = leadership

ÅBe prepared to 

explore what makes 

you excel

ÅSpend some time 

being introspective 

about your own 

leadership style 



Connect with your Inner Rock 
Star

ÅDefinition of  
leadership is broad

ÅItõs about inspiring 
others, enabling 
them to do great 
things ðreflect on 
that

ÅLeadership = 
Emotional IQ



Tip 4: Explore Career Paths

ÅCreate a career vision

ÅArticulate the 

progression to get there

ÅClear career goals are 

the crux of  a strong 

business school 

application



Explore Career Paths

ÅAdmissions care less 

about what you choose, 

and more that youõve 

thought it through

ÅBe specificé but not too 

specific

ÅCareer switching is OK, 

if  it makes sense



Tip 5: Perform Service
ÅThink about how you 

make a difference 
and use that on your 
application

ÅService is more than 
volunteerism ðalso 
look at one -on-one 
activities

ÅUse service to find 
out more about 
yourself



Perform Service

ÅStay involved with 

current activities ð

think about how to 

make them more 

effective

ÅIf youõre new to 

service, start now



Tip 6: Stay Sane

ÅEat right, get enough 

sleep, stay balanced

ÅChoose activities that 

clear your head ðget 

outside of  the routine

ÅOften you find creative 

solutions when youõre 

NOT thinking about it



Stay Sane

ÅGet a life!  Youõll spend 

too much time on the 

application anyway

ÅYou never know who you 

might meet ða double 

benefit

ÅYouõll need other 

interests to get through 

the waiting period



Tip 7: Daydream

ÅThink big

ÅDaydreaming is good for 

you to generate ideas 

and conceptualize stuff

ÅBest insights often come 

from letting your mind 

wander



Daydream

ÅProcrastination can 
be called processing

ÅConnect the dots 
between where you 
are now and where 
your dreams will take 
you

ÅDonõt forget to take 
notes



Tip 8: Talk Around

ÅFind sounding boards, 

mentors, friends, family 

ðthe best ideas are 

talked about

ÅTalk to alumni, current 

students, and 

admissions reps

ÅMake new friends!



Talk Around

ÅEnjoy hobnobbing ð

and learn to think on 

your feet

ÅYou also may learn 

and get support from 

others going through 

the process



Tip 9: Work Only on the Part 
You Can Control

ÅAlways more 
variables than you 
know about

ÅYou canõt control who 
else is applying

ÅOnce you start 
worrying, you fall into 
the vortex of  
impossible thinking



Work Only on the Part You 
Can Control

ÅKeep your focus on 

deadlines and getting 

the pieces together

ÅIf  you try to manipulate 

the outcome, it will 

likely end in heartbreak

ÅThere is some luck 

involved


